Inability to predict mammary tumorigenesis in strain A mice from presence of mammary tumor virus or antigen in the milk.
Strain A females were milked and their milk was tested for mammary tumor virus (MTV) by the hyperplastic alveolar nodule test and for MTV antigen by microimmunodiffusion. An attempt was made to correlate these results with later occurrence of mammary tumors in the females. There was not full agreement between the results of the test for the presence of the MTV and those of the test for MTV antigen, and from these results it was impossible to predict accurately whether a specific female would later develop a tumor. It is concluded that, in this strain, factors other than the MTV can be the determinant in whether the individual female will develop a tumor.